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Horse-betting bill voted down 
l ike a firocracker exploding 

in their faeoa, laat wook'a sur­
prising rout of the parimutuol 
kottinf issue Mt pro-fsmbting 
lorcoe shocked, wounded and 
wondering what went wrong. 

What waa expected to be a 
eloae vote, raowaahling the t-
wo-vote difference In "U, turned 
into a k>paided 96-52 maasacre 

~ u the Texas House of 
RepreeentativM voted against 
passing the horse-betting Mil to 

_ third reading. 
And in the shocked after­

math, opponents quickly sealed 
the bill's fate by winning a 
nntion "to reconsider and table" 

.it. a little used partimentary 
-procedure that makes a t-
wo-thirds vote necessary before 

.the bOl can be brought up 
again for consideration. Several 
pro-gambling freshmen legislators 
were coofuaed by the motion 
and found out afterwards they 

— had voted against their issue. 
- Although the bill's House 
^ sponsor and Speaker Gib Lewis 

.|»t>nounced the bill "dead" for 
the remainder of the session, 

STATK CAPITAL 

UlfilllifillTt 
(^LyuMWatM. 

TIXAS KISS ASSOCIATION 

Other members think the bill 
may yet be revived in the 
Senate, where Ike Harris, R-
Dallas, has pledged to push tar-
ward. 

Harris chairs the powerful 
Economic Development 
Committee, and Lt. Gov. Bill 
Hobby also favors the issue. 
Speaker Lewis went so far to 
publicly advise Hobby to drop 
the issue as "dead", but 
speculation has it that Hobby 
might also try to revitalize the 
bUl. 

CruaUed cealHiea 
Even if the Senate approves, 

as it did last session, the t-
wo-thirds barrier still remains 
in the House, a quota higher 
than the strongest coalition 
tally that pro-gambling forces 
have put together. 

And that coalition crumbled 
into pieces last week following 
a dismantling of the bill's 
welfare provisions in committee. 
Bowing to the wishes of the 
horse racing industry, paoelista 
deleted the section directing 
part of every racetrack's 
proceeds to child welfare. That 
section was important to 
minority lawmakers who had 
withheld support in '83 lutil it 
was included. '• . • 

Blacks, RepubUcans 
Even though the gambling 

lobbyists tried to appeaae them 
by guaranteeing a percentage of 
racetrack stock to minority in­
vestors, the Black lawmakers in 
particular weren't buying in. 
And the substitute was similar 
enough to affirmative action to 
repel most of the Republican 
legislators. 

Many legislators will support 
parimutuel betting only if they 
know it will pass. They don't 
want to face the fdks back 
home after voting aye on a 
controversial issue that failed. 

ŷî n the Blacks and 
Republicans kept the kill from 
the ^^ v**̂ *' needed for a 
majority, several sunshine sup-
pofters quickly defected and 
changed their votes before the 
otfidal count. 

5Mst* actkw 
lui week in the Senate: 
-Lawmakers approved a bill 

aUowing criminal background 
checks on the estimated 10,000 
chiM-care employees in Texas. 

-The State Affaire G>mmittee 
heard mixed testimony on the 
open container bill. 

—The Education Committee 
considered several bills to 
abolish or amend the new no 
pass-no play rule which was 
part of last year's controversial 
reform package. 

Mane, Hlghtower 
Two state officials were in 

Washington, D.C. last week for 
different reasons. 

Land Commissioner Garry 
MauTo k>bbied the Congress to 
protect the Veterans Land 

Program in Texas by repealing 
a provision which wipes out the 
program for some vets in 1990. 

Agriculture Commissioner Jim 
Hightower spoke to a Jefferson 
Memorial rally of farmers lob­
bying for higher farm supports. 
Hightower continued his attacks 
on President Reagan, calling 
him "stupid" and accusing him 
of committing "economic 
genocide" against farmers. 

Proeecatfon rests 
Meanwhile, in the fefony 

commercial bribery trial of 
Attorney General Jim Mattox, 
the prosecution rested after 
their prime witness testified 
Mattox tried to get him to call 
off the trial. 

Mattox is accused of 
threatening to harm the firm's 

bond business to make them' 
back off from depoaitioning his 
sister. Mattox says he didn't 
make the treat, and hia defense, 
tried to ahow his actions never-
resembled backing up such a' 
threat. 

Troubled geve 
Even aome of Gov. Mailt 

White's supporters now regard 
him as "in trouble" politically, 
and he waan't helped much last 
week when the public learned 
he paid a former water com­
missioner almost $10,000 for a 
23-page report containing infor­
mation readily available at state 
agencies. '.'.• 

White denied he gave Stover 
the contract aa reward for his 
resignation. to fulfill any 
promise, or to eaae his tran­
sition into private life. 

^eat belts save lives 

Schools should reverse emphasis from upper to lower grades 
- By JOHN FEARING 
While Bitting in the Rice 

district board of 
education meeting last week an 
klea. that I had been thinking 
about for a couple of months, 
solidified. 

This board haa been 
eapedally strong on helping 
guide the district administration; 
on learning what really goes on 
in our schools, and studying 
and suggesting ideaa for im­
provement. For instance, the 
recent exercise about elective 
(noo-required) courses on the 
high sdiool level was misinter­
preted by many. Several mem­
bers of the board have been 
eonatant in tlMir quest to make 

the tas doilara paid by 

aiBce the board ia 
(adag a .tax increase for next 
year, the study of elective 
courses waa just that: a study 

to see if the eouraes the tax­
payers are supporting are eour­
aes the taxpayen want and 
benefit from. The answer waa 
the taxpayers want and aee 
benefit in the couraea, especially 
vocational daaaea. 

Currently, the board haa 
asked the adminiatratioB to fook 
into increaaing the tnarhing of 
reading to our youngest stoden-
ta. One board member aaid he 

was told that teachers on up­
per levels have been shocked 
by the low reading ability of 
many students. If students can't 
read, and can't process the 
most simple and basic addition 
and subtraction examples in 
math, then how can they func­
tion at upper grade levels, let 
alone in personal life after 
school? 

From that springs my idea. 
Because society has changed, 

and continues to change, the 
educational system in America 
probably needs to reverse its 
thinking. Recent decades have 
seen the addition of many 
courses on the junior high and 
high school levels. Apparently, 
when Rice High School was 
boat. A e area afread witk the 
•atlaaal trenda at that time, 
and added many electives. 

But today, many of the 
students that reach high school, 
can't take those electives, 
because they can't pass the 
required courses. During the 
past six months, when local 
school systenu began in­
terpreting the new state 
requirementa on the no-pass, 
no-participate rule, u well as 
the new rules that increase the 
number of required courses, 
their problem here and in 
Columbus eoncemed lengthening 
the school day and adding 
another daaa. to give students 

who want more courses time 
to takethem. 

But, the phrase heard most 
often then, and now, was why 
make the day longer and add 
another class period, when that 
penalizes the poorer students 
that "can't pass six classes." 

The reversal the educational 
system ought to make for a 
half decade or more is to focus 
sttention on the early grades. 
If that can be successful, the 
problems now facing schools in 
the later grades will decline. 
The reason this should be con­
sidered is not the fact that too 
many students fail courses in 
upper grades; that is the result 
of the problem. The problem is 
that society has changed. 

TIM Ibtaaj vmjft isn't what it 
used to be. Both Tpimn In 
more than 50 percent of ail 
households work outside the 
home. With both parents con­
centrating on careers and ear­
ning enough to support a 
family, there ia less time to 
concentrste on family life itself. 
The abundance of leisure time 
activity also reduces the time 
families spend together. 

Also, some family values ap­
pear to have been lost 
altogether. Among some social 
groups, there is very little 
suppon of educational values; 
without home-front reinforcement 
to do well in school, the 

knowledge a student can ex­
tract from classrooms decreases. 

Measuring student progress 
ranks with all the other sub­
jective topics you can think 
of...ittempting to reduce results 
to comparable numbers leaves 
factioos quibbling about 
measuring systems. The schools, 
however, should rethink their 
views of what a student should 
know at the end of say the 
third and sixth grades, and 
redirect their efforts. While it 
opens a can of worms for the 
Anwrican system to think the 
school system should tesch 
sonsthing other than reading 
and writing, it really is time to 
cooflder other topics such as 
human relations, respect, etc. If 
• «httd IsBl getting this infor-
ihatlon at homr or in church, 
where else will it come from? 

Since the Rice district school 
board apparently is thinking 
about a new direction in 
reading, it should also review 
other areas. If it would be 
better to reduce by half the 
teacher-student rstio in gradea 
one through three, then lets 
work in that direction. 

It only makes sense that if 
"Johnny can't read at the end 
of grade three, then he or she 
won't be able to paaa history 
in grade 10. 

HOUSE LEVELING 
Slab & House Ref>air Specialists 

Concrete Slabs Raised & Leveled 
Bell Bottom Piers 

All wortt according to FHA. VA & City specifications 

Licensed & Bonded 
FREE ESTIMATES 

ALEXANDER'S 
Freeport 409/265-0169 

Eagle Laki 
Community Hnpitai 

PRESENTS 
Childbirth Unlimited 

(Lamaze) Classes 
Starts on 

Tuesday, March 26 at 7 p.m. 
For Further Information Contact 

Nelma Stray, R.N. or Jana Tackar, R.N. 
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Nearly all passenger vehicles 
in Texas are equipped with 
seat belts. If most people used 
them, safety officials say that 
more than a thousand lives 
would be saved each year and 
28,000 serious injuries would be 
prevented. 

There b overwhelming 
evidence that eidsting safety 
belt systems offer more effec­
tive protection in all kinds of 
t̂raffic accidents than any other 

'system yet devised. Yet only 
one in five Texans, according 
to surveys, claim they buckle 
up regularly. 

All of the countries of 
Western Europe, plus Canada 
and Austrslia, require motorista 
to wear their seat belts. The 
reduction in deaths and injuries 
have been dramatic. 

In our country, auto crashes 
involving unl>elted motorists 
continue to produre more 
paraplegics and guadraplegics 
than all other causea combined. 
They are the leading cause of 
plastic surgery, epilepsy, and 
head and neck injuries. They 
are the leading cause of death 
of people between the ages of 
15 and 24. 

The social damage is tremen­
dous. Accidents remove healthy, 
productive people and billions of 
dollars from the economy, as 
well aa costing all of us higher 
insurance premiums and more 
welfare payments. 

Sute Senator Ted Lyon (D-
Rockwall) and Rep. Bill Measer 
(D-Belton) have introduced 
legialation requiring front-aeat 
occupanta to wear their belta 
or be guilty of a traffic 
violation. Several states have 
paaaed aimilar laws in recent 

months aa part of a natfamwkie 
drive originated by the U.S. 
Department of "n-ansportation 
and law enforcement authorities. 

If most states don't comply, 
air bags or other paaaive 
restraints may be mandtted .•T* 
which will incraaae the eoet of 
cars and delay greater aafety 
measures into the next century 
before all vehidea can be 
equipped. Since air bags an 
workable only in front-end 
colliaiona and are not very ef­
fective unleaa you a n also 
buckled up, it makea little sen­
se to wait for paaaive restrain­
ts to solve a critical public 
health problem. 

More than 25 public and 
private organizationa are 
backing the Lyon-Meaaer bOl, 
including the Department of 
Public Safety. the PTA's. 
business and labor groups, and 
numeroua health and aafety 
authorities. 

Two aeparate polls show that 
more than 00 percent of On 
people of Texaa favor a 
required aeat belt law. More 
than 80 percent say they would 
comply ff the law is passed. 

The idea is not to give 
tickets or harass drivers, hot 
to encourage them to buckle up 
and aave Uvea. 

Does this infringe upon in­
dividual rights? We should 
remember that driving a vehicle 
is a privilege, not a right, and 
that all of us are the kioers 
when unbelted drivers and 
paasengen are killed. 

The Lyon-Measer bill ahould 
be paaaed. 

Where Thrifty Shoppers Shop 
Eagle Lake Drugs 

Professional 
'Have your doctor 

call, or bring your 
prescription to ui. 

•Ample FREE 
parking 

•Many Specials 
•Come browse... 

watches, jewelry. 

Located in the medical complex 

234-2502 702 S. McCarty 

Get energy 
you can measure 
T he most satisTyin^ way to measure that savmg. oTcoursc is 

tn dollars—monc>' you WON T be spcndmg on er̂ ergy bills 
aftet you move into a Good Cents home 

Utdity costs will be significantly less than for a convcntioaal 
hoOM.* Thatk because you 11 need only half as much energy for 
hcanag. air conditioning and water heating—the three h^gg/nt 
energy users in most homes. 

Devekiped after years of research. Good Cents sets the s t a n d i 
for ertergy (ribciency in today* housing market Built-in energy 
savers may include ackled insulation, quahty windows and doors. 
good attic ventilation, measures to pccvent air leaks, and highly 
cfbcient heatuig. cooluig and hot WMtr systems 

And even before you buy or buid yoall have a reluble forecast 
o<<MH)iiipsiillltMWiioryourCeod Cents home. A computer 
malyilBwtlldifouhow nmdiKwiB cost to heat and cool the' 
house and how much energy you wifl save the 6rst yeat 

Aakyour bulkier or realtor, or fee moic information at your 
CPLoOce. _ 

*11M nan aaouM o( u«nsi<nl dtpcai 

peophmontheHnefdryou 
aaeuaMrootsMjnr 
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Bonn, Germany orchestra to visit Columbus 
The Chur Cdnisehes 

Orehestra and Choir at Bunn, 
Germany, will visit Colurabua 
and perform in concert on 
Thursday evening, April 4 in 

the Stafford Opera House. 
Magnolia Homea Tour, Inc., 

the non-profit organization which 
owna two house museums and 
the Stafford Opera House, is 

Cbmmerclaf Tenders ericouragecT 
to help farm borrowers with problems 

The Farmen Home 
Administration (FmHA) is 
ii\̂ iking changes in its 
i^e^ations to encourage com-
nierdal lenders to help their 

interest in,, exchange for the 
government guarantee. 
Previously, they were required 
to write off a minimum of ten 
pereent of the principal of the 

farm borrowen, who are having loan. When the change becomes 
economic problems, by taking 
advantage of the FmHA's debt 
adjustment progrsm according 
to Russell Peckham, county 
supervisor. 

The debt adjustment program 
is part of the Farm Credit 
Initiativea announced by 
Preaident Reagan last 
September. It is designed to 
help banks snd other lendera 
reduce the amount of loan 
paymenta down to a level far­
mers can afford. 

The program allows FmHA to 
gi^araatee a portion of farm 
loans owed to banka and other 
lendera imder certain eondittona. 
Fii;iHA agrees to make up part 
o( the kMS to the lender if the 
borrower defaults. This govern­
ment guarantee makes it 
possible for the lender to stay 
with their bum borrowen 
longer than th«y could other-
w ^ . 

The new regulattona will help 
banks and other lenders 
cooperate with the program by 
^llpwing them to write down 

effective, they can reduce the 
loan through interest or prin­
cipal or a combination of both. 

The agriculture department is 
working closely with other 
Federal and regulatory agencies 
such as the treasury depart­
ment, the Farm Credit 
Administration, the Comptroller 
of the Currency and the 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC) to provide 
whatever help they can for 
farm borrowen in economic 
trouble, Mr. Peckham aaid. 

sponsoring this concert u a 
benefit for reatoratton work 
which is presently being done 
on the theatre of the Opera 
Houae building. 

The concert promises to be 
an outstanding cultural event 
with the oreheetra and choir 
performing music of the Easter 
seaaon including aelections from 
Handel's "Messiah." 

The Texaa tour by this in­
ternationally known orchestra is 
being msde possible in part by 
a grant from the German 
Government to promote German 
baroqtie muaic and cultural ex­
change. Performances slso are 
scheduled in other aress where 
the population is primarily of 
German background including 
Austin, Fredericksburg, New 
Brsunfels and Gonxales. 

Tickets went on sale Msrch 1 
at the Columbus Chsmber of 
Commerce office located in the 
Stafford Opera Houae, 485 
Spring Street, (409) 786-5881 
and can be ordered by mail at 
$10 per person to Magnolia 
Homes Tour, Inc.. \P .O. , Box 
817, Columbua.. Tvif^u48^. 
Mail orders should include A 
self-addreaaed stamped envelop 
for ticket return. 

Student! of the 
iMith selected 
At middle gchool 

n * iottowing BtudenU have 
^ Mlsctad by the Eai^ 
LdM Middk School teachers •• 
?^*Mt of the nMBth for 
Wf*. fltudenU are Mleeted 
•••>•«> the foOowtag «fteria: 
• J J * ^ ingnm. attaodanee, 
(WMMhip, attitade. eooperttkm 
••d dspmdabiUty. 

IhsM itudent'a ptetures win 
M iaplayed in the hallways at 
tM mkldlo school for the entire 
• M h of March. Congratulatfcms 
t* these studenU for their • (• ' 
fats here at school during the 
put moath. 

Fovth Grade: Kristen 
Nadfager, Jimmy Soea. A ^ 
CMlfla. 

rath Grade: FeUx SiteUa, 
OuB Llanos, Qansalo 
DsLaGwsa, Maribel Oarda. 

Sixth Grade: Karen Earia, 
Pttrkk Powera. 

Seventh Grade: Rhonda 
Praiak. Alfredp Puga. 

Eighth Grade: Letkia Rangel. 
Brian Rneka. 

Waterfowl stamp, 
print contract 
announced 

The Texaa Parks and WUdUfe 
Coomlsskm h u snthorized the 
parks snd wildlife department 
to enter into a three-year coo-
tract with CoUecton Covey, 
lae., of Dallaa for productkn of 
tbs next three editions of the 
State Waterfowl Stamp and 
Print The bid of Collectors 
Covy wu accepted in a public 
meeting of the eommisskm in 
Austin recently. 

The 1965M waterfowl stamp 
and print will feature a pain­
ting by nationally-known wildlife 
artist John P. (Jack) Cowsn, 
who recently moved back to 
Texaa from Tennessee. The 
painting features a pair of 
leaaer snow geese. 
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Metal Bulldlnge <^ All Types 
For Ev«ry NMd • Cuttoin DttlgiMd 

To FH Info Your Plant 
For Now and Tho Futuio 

For PfMEftimatM Call: 

Trl-County Cdntractors, Inc. 
OFFICE NIQNT8 

408/758-3512 4O9IM9M30 
Wada,Tfxat . , BCanipo.Taiiaa 

NEW POWB),,. 
NEW MILEAGE! 

ay Mrs. J.F. Strutka 

' Garwood & Nada 
Community Nawa 

Call 758-3352 

I lira. Guy Conner and Mn. 
;R.B. Shaw attended tha 
• Comrade County Retired 
ITeaehan meeting In Weimar 
^laat Monday. 
• After the buaineaa meeting 
'there w u a program given 1^ 
;the Weimar Ubrarlaa on the 
>diflerent things the mother, tha 
I grandmother and children feel 
•liv the home. It w u witty and 
a vary interesting program. 

!> ' i ln . Emma Hawkins of 
:$i |uton spent last Saturday 
irikh her aisur, Mn. Martha 

'.pfnoeh, at Nada. 
>'<|ira. BJ. Drapela's guesU 
•lalt weekend were Mr. and 
-Mn. Waldon Drapela from Bay 
City and Miss Wanda Drapela, 

'••'etudent from Taxu AAM at 
iBnran. 

lira. Hubert Parr of Garwood 
'0ii Bin. Hattie Drllk of El 
tCafaipo vlaited Mr. and Mra. 
Bill Cranek and chUdren at 

^FiirchUd last week. 
'. ' k r . and Mn. Leater Bungo 
*qi^ Miaa Geneva Bunge were 
ia! Cohunbua at a dinner laat 

v'fMay. 
' 'Thoaa atundlng the 
SoiKheaatem Dlatriet of Catholic 
StaU LMfua of Taxu at St. 
Joaaph'a at Moultoa laat Sunday 
wire Mar. Victor 0. 
Scbmidtaiaaky, Mr. and Mn. 
"Walter Gold and Suaaa. Mr. 
u d Mn. Jimmio Sehoellmann, 

. i n . Helen Berger, Mra. Mary 
Pofp, Mra. TUUe Jaaiah. Mra. 
MOia Faykua and Mra. Praida 

'Ktjbuch 
• "fin. J A . (Aaaia) MoiaoMr la 
'.ami in the Sweetbriar Nuraing 
J M M in Columbua. Frienda an 

that she will be doing 

THE NATURAL 
GAS DIFFERENCE 
Save money and energy with 
a new gas water heater* 

Gas can heat 3 gallona of water for the same amotint 
of primary energy it takes to heat one electrically. 

Natural gas water heaters work faster, so dtere's always an 
abundance of hot water. When buying a new home or 
replacing your old water heater, iiuist oi\ dependable nat* 
ural gas. Save money, suy comfortable, wim the more 
efficient energy source. See your gas appliance dealer, or 
call Entex. And remember: when you use natiual gaa 
wlaely, you're conserving our tutural resources. 

Bccauac you know the difference. 

airf M MriMK*. wWi a QllC t i i - i ia P k ^ « l naar \taiK 
gasoline poMed This V6 is itie nair stindvd anglM to GMC k a ^ Pkte4B undw 
EsGVWTttlealuma big262cu in dbplacament. hi#i8.3 to 1 c a n i ^ ^ 
alBCtnnic spaik control. Pha. saw^port jndudkm ly i tm tm wim M m i air tor 
afltoiam combusMn. n « adds up to anprassiw pertormanca. accaiaratan and mleagel 
Aafc far« demonsaakm driw! 

COME m AND DRIVE NEW VOaTEC V t POWER! 

"The quality goes in 
BEFORE the name goes on** 

Com9lnand»—th9 
Ziilth DHffno* 

AJ.Struss 
Auto Supply 

f i N A N C I N 

W.A.Virnau&Son8.lnc. 
SEIiY NOUSTOa EASULAtt 

40IWMMI 7ismi3«4i aatm-tsii 
1 6 3 7 Hwy. 3 6 North SEALY 
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Doug & Janie Schmemm^ Proprietors 

Sportsnpan's . 
catering service 

19 Years of 

Personal, Professional Service 

• Hers d'oeuvers • Weddings 
• Picnics • Banquets 

-k Business Meetings 
• Hot or Cold Buffets 

from the 
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HAR BLOCK with more than 29 years tax preparation axpertonca has I 
developed a ayatem iwhich strivss to put tax lawa to work for each HtRl 
BLOCK client. That systenu plus s team ol theory and math checkers, M' 
combined with constant peraonnoi training which results in a BLOCK 
Ouaranteed tax relurn̂ f BLOCK should maks an error, you pay only itM 
additional tax and BLOCK pays sny interest or penalty that la incurred 
Our oflice IS now prepartng 1964 tax returns with the HiR BLOCK 
guarantee. Vlalt our oonwertientiy located ortloe «id lesMS the worry to usi 

utdiU to the BACK YARD 

lO^/o 409-234-3071 
f i £ ^ March 6 through April 6,1985. 

e • • S7 ^ ^ 

rttalihati of Alief and Houaton 
« * e d Mrs. laia Straaka 
Bvpdajr. D M * Straaka apaM 

days wHh her graad-
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yx\ >; 

115 E. Main EagloLakt 234-3420 
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